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Newsletter of The Wallingford Historical and Archaeological Society

September Meeting

Wednesday 8 September 2021

 Archaeological investigation at the Cross Keys, Wallingford

A talk by Andy Hood

The Cross Keys pub sits close to the old West Gate of Wallingford and its garden lies on
the Saxon ramparts, so when planning was granted for new houses on St George’s Road
just beyond the Cross Keys car park, archaeological investigation was a requirement. This
was undertaken by Foundations Archaeology, uncovering many interesting and unexpected
features. A fascinating story to be revealed.

The work was led by our speaker Andy Hood who joined Foundations Archaeology in 2000
and is now project manager. He became known to us during this excavation, welcoming the
background information we could offer. Later he also led the local excavations at the Celsea
Place Roman site in Cholsey. We are very pleased to welcome him back.

We hope you can join us for this virtual talk which begins at 8.00pm

The Zoom link will be given in the email sent with this TWHAS Now

______________________________________________________________

Advance notice of October Meeting
We are hoping that our next meeting on 13 October will be back in St Mary’s church! We
will need to confirm this next month, but we also hope to be able to offer an alternative
Zoom option for those who feel unable to attend in person. The logistics of this are still
being finalised, so watch this space!

The October talk will be The Life and Times of Benjamin Disraeli by Chris Boyce
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Agatha Christie Day: Saturday 11 September

This year we’re offering four chances to join a special guided walk explaining
Agatha Christie’s association with Wallingford, exploring the town she would
have known and loved and the local stories connected with her. They will be led
by our walks experts and each last about an hour.

The walks will begin at the Museum, leaving at 10.30am, 12 noon, 2.30pm and
4pm and can be pre-booked, preferably through the Wallingford Museum website
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk (or phone 01491 651127). Payment of £10 per

adult (children free) should be made on the day at the museum. Booking is not essential but
numbers will have to be limited to ensure safety.

The museum will also have a special ‘Agatha Christie quiz’ available for all to enjoy while visiting
the Agatha Christie room and the rest of the museum’s displays. (Entry is still free this year).

We’ve also teamed up with the new Wallingford Preservation Trust to add
Vintage Teas under the Town Hall, from 11am - approx 4pm, to help
celebrate Agatha Christie, and also to begin to alert the public to the
importance and current vulnerability of many of our town’s wonderful historic
assets.These include the Saxon ramparts, the castle ruins and the Town Hall -
all of which need major funding to ensure their survival as the unique
community assets they are.

So we hope you will support us by treating yourselves to a fine selection of
cakes accompanied by unlimited tea supplies, the latter to be elegantly sipped
from china cups served on linen-clad tables. Just £5 per head, and all for a
very good cause. (What better after a guided Agatha Christie walk?).

Coldharbour Farm 2021 - first report

Lindsey Bedford writes:
The second season of work at Coldharbour Farm has just been completed and was just as fun and
fascinating as last year. Our late friend and archaeology leader Gerard was regularly heard to say
‘we are here to have fun and if we learn something along the way then that’s a bonus’. I believe
wholeheartedly with this ethos and it’s something I try to bring to the CHF project and it seems to be
working!

The start this year was delayed by approximately 3 weeks due to
wet weather so it was with much relief we heard that the farmer
had managed to get the combine out to our field on August 13th.
We then needed to wait for the straw to be baled and collected
before getting our boots on and into the field in the afternoon of
Monday 16th. Using the SOAG GPS kit, John Scarborough led a
small team across the field pinpointing with super-accuracy where

to plant canes every 20m. It was
quite tricky keeping up with him at
times as we labelled each cane after pushing them into very hard
ground! (Above right)

All four surveys (magnetometry, resistivity, fieldwalking and metal
detecting) had started by Tuesday and the results were beginning to
come in. Richard Miller’s magnetometery team did a fantastic job,
taking just 9 days to complete the whole field (20 acres). (Left)
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The results picked up the ditches of a probable late Iron Age enclosure which was known about but
only partially visible as crop marks, and minimally explored in a 1990’s TWHAS trench. Other linear
features were also visible, probably representing old field boundaries. The eastern part of the field
was archaeologically quiet.

Mike Green’s resistivity survey team (left) tackled the enclosure and some of
the features at the western side of the field to see whether this technique
showed up anything different. From these results we could see some of the
same features as the mag, a few others, and where the geology had an effect
on the archaeology.

Jane Poulter’s fieldwalkers (right) did brilliantly,
doing a 20% sample across the whole field in
about 10 days. There was not as much pottery
on the surface as last year but a lot of bits of
building material (tile and brick). The pot that was
recovered though did include some Roman,
medieval and later, so will still tell a story.

As last year the metal detecting was very productive. A small team of 4 or 5 detectorists, led by
Edward Sargent and Nigel Ruchpaul, combed the squares for metal finds and managed to gather
approximately 350 pieces! This was no mean feat as the field had been covered with ‘green’ waste
over the years which had imported masses of bits of chopped up drinks cans. Each of these gave a

very crisp signal which could have been something interesting so had to be
investigated and removed. The farmer must have the cleanest field in
Oxfordshire now! Finds include Roman coins, an Anglo-Saxon strap-end,
medieval coins, buckles and buttons.

It will take quite a while to process and record all the finds but as a sneak
preview I have included a photo of my favourite, which is a medieval heraldic
harness pendant, a small shield-shaped object with a red enamel background
and 4 fusils (diamond shapes); there may be a small chevron underneath(?). It
would have dangled with others from various horse harness straps and dates to
approximately 13th – 14th century. Here’s a challenge for you all: find the
family associated with this particular heraldic device!!

Thank you so much to everybody who helped (and those still helping) both behind
the scenes and in the field, to make this project a success. It was a pleasure to
combine forces with BARG and SOAG and to work and have fun with familiar and
indeed some new faces. Gerard would be delighted.

And huge thanks to Lindsey for so successfully
organising and leading the whole team. She is
pictured here (farthest right) with a few others from
the TWHAS team. We now look forward to analysis
of the finds - and to the next season! [Ed]

TWHAS Now is edited by Judy Dewey (01491 651127). Copy date for the next issue is 1 October
E-mail: judy@piepowder.co.uk or write to: 16 Lapwing Lane, Cholsey, Oxon, OX10 9QR.


